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Bluefin tuna: Background information

Managed by International Commission

for the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas

(ICCAT):

- Two stocks East and West (mixing occurring,
but extent not know)

Last assessment in September 2017 (Update
assessment 2020)

Management through input control measures

(e.g. vessel list, minimum size/weight, fisheries closures,
TAC, etc.) P

Objective:

Maintain the stocks at level which will permit maximum sustainable catch for food and
other purposes




ICCAT CICTA CICAA

Fisheries

Main gears:
i EastAtlantic -Traps, longlines andbaitboats
i Mediterranean z Purse-seine, traps, longlines and Sport fisheries

BFT -EAST Atlanticstock (Task-l ) by major gear
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Geographic distribution of bluefin tuna catches per 5x5 degrees and per main gears from 1990 to 2017.



ICCAT CICTA CICAA

Fisheries

Production:
i Maximum catch estimated at 62,638 t in 2007.
i Catch in 2018* 27,757 t TAC (28,200), of which 19,600 t (70%) in the Mediterranean Sea.

BFT -East Atlantic stock (Task-1) by region
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* Catch as of September 16, 2019.
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East Atlantic and Mediterranean Bluefin tuna
summary in 2019

Current reported yield (2018) 27, 757t*

0.1 0.107 (0.103).120}
Fr0122014Fo.1° 0.339 (0.254).438}

Stock Status OverfishingNo
Rec. 1802 TAC 2019, 2020 32,240 36,00

1) Median and approximate 80% confidence interval from bootstrapping from the assessment.
2) Fy012.0014 Fefers to the geometric mean of the estimates for 2022014 (a proxy for recent F levels).

3) Biomass reference points to determine stock status were not estimated in the 2017 assessment due to
uncertainty in recruitment potential

* As of 26 September 2019.
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Projections: Kobe matrix

Kobe Il Strategy matrix

Catch (1) 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022

18,000
showing probabilities (%) 20,000
of F<R, , for TACs from 22,000
18,000 to 50,000 t from 23 655
2018 through 2022 Z‘ggg
assuming a future average 26,000
recruitment as estimated 30,000
for 2006-2011. 31,000
32,000
33,000
34,000
Constant catches up to 36,000 t 35,000
have higher than 60% 36,000
probability of maintaining F 37,000
below FO0.1 throughout 2022 38,000
39,000
40,000 56 52 49 46 44
45,000 36 35 34 30 28

50,000 24 22 20 18 18
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Executive Summary 2019 BFT

- The primary focus of the Committee for the past year has been on the
ManagementStrategy Evaluation (MSE)

- The Committeeis of the opinion that the MSEprocess is likely the best means of
developing management advice robust to the complexities of bluefin tuna
including stock mixing, environmental variability and other uncertainties that
affect current assessmentadvice. However, further improvement in OMs are
required.

. Therefore, the MSE process will not be completed in time for the 2020
Commission meeting to provide TAC advice for 2021-2023 based on a
managementprocedure.

. Accordingly, the Committee recommends extending the MSE process for
another year with agoalof completing the MSEprocessin time for the 2021.

- The Committee recommends to provide a stock assessment in 2020 as the
basisfor 2021 TACadvice,a simple update of the VPAfor Eastbaseon data up to
2018.
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SCRS management recommendation 2019

. The SCRSwas requested to annually evaluate whether the indicators support
the TACsoutlined in Rec 18-02. Thefishery indicators did not indicate a reason
to alter current managementadvice. Consequentlythe SCRSs of the view that
the steppedincreasefor 2020 from Rec 18-02 canbe maintained.

. TACfor 2020 is setat 36,000 t for E-BFT (EastAtlantic and Mediterranean)

. The SCR®0ted that reported catchesare in line with recent TACs However,the
SCR3vas informed of the existenceof unquantified illegal catchesof unknown
magnitude.
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MED Albacore tuna: Background information

Managed by International Commission
for the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas
(ICCAT):

- Three stocks (mixing occurring and sub

population within in stock, but extent not
know)

. Last assessment idune 2017

- Management through input control measures
(e.g. vessel list, temporal fisheries closures)

Objective:

- Maintain the stocks at level which will permit maximum sustainable catch for food and
other purposes



