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Discards

Organisms that are returned to the sea after capture. 

As a consequence of heavy gear, long tows and large pressure 
differences between bottom and the surface, individuals of most 
species are either dead or have no chance to survive. 

Fish may be discarded for several reasons; 
they may be of non-marketable species, 
they may be below the minimum legal landing size, 
current prices may be considered too low, 
or the quota for a particular species may have been exceeded. 

Discarding may take place on a very large scale, particularly when an 
abundant year class starts to enter the exploitable part of the stock.

ICES glossary



Discards
The portion of the total organic material of animal origin in 
the catch, which is thrown away, or dumped at sea for 
whatever reason.

It does not include plant materials and post harvest waste 
such as offal. The discards may be dead, or alive. 

Discard Rate
The proportion of total catch which is discarded. 
Rates may be computed for individual species or combined
groups of species. 

GFCM Glossary



Article 2
General Objectives

1. The Common Fisheries Policy shall ensure that fishing and 
aquaculture activities provide long-term sustainable environmental, 
economic and social conditions and contribute to the availability of 
food supplies.

2. The Common Fisheries Policy shall apply the precautionary approach
to fisheries management, and shall aim to ensure, by 2015, that
exploitation of living marine biological resources restores and 
maintains populations of harvested species above levels which can 
produce the maximum sustainable yield.

The CFP reform proposal



Article 2
General Objectives

3. The Common Fisheries Policy shall implement the ecosystem-based
approach to fisheries management to ensure that the impacts of 
fishing activities on the marine ecosystem are limited.

4. The Common Fisheries Policy shall integrate the Union environmental 
legislation requirements.

The Marine Strategy Framework Directive of 2008 identified a clear
role for the CFP in contributing to the marine environmental 
management that is needed to achieve Good Environmental Status

The CFP reform proposal



Article 3
Specific objectives

For the purpose of achieving the general objectives set out in Article 2, 
the Common Fisheries Policy shall in particular:

(a) eliminate unwanted catches of commercialcommercial stocks and gradually
ensure that all catches of such stocks are landed;
…………………….

Undersized
exceeding quota

Discards of 
commercial 

species
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e.g.



Data collection on discards

Until the advent of the Data Collection Regulation and subsequently
of the Data Collection Framework information on discards were
sparse;

Some research projects were carried out but the geographical
coverage was limited to few case studies;

The Data Collection Regulation (DCR) introduced the objective of a 
specific task regarding the data collection of discards; 

The obbligation was based on a three year sampling; 

For example in Italy the collection of data was accomplished in 2005 
for fleet segment other than OTB and in 2006 for OTB;

The new Data Collection Framework (DCF) introduced since 2009 
the obbligation to the collection of discard data on a yearly basis.



Data collected for the purposes of scientific evaluation should
include information on fleets and their activities, biological data 
covering catches (total volume of catches per stock) including
discards, survey information on fish stocks and the environmental 
impact that may be caused by fisheries on the marine ecosystem.

COUNCIL REGULATION (EC) No 199/2008
of 25 February 2008 concerning the 
establishment of a Community framework for the collection, 
management and use of data in the fisheries sector and support for
scientific advice regarding the Common Fisheries Policy

The Data Collection Framework



B. COLLECTION OF BIOLOGICAL VARIABLES 

B1. Metier-related variables
1. Variables
1. Sampling must be performed in order to evaluate the quarterly length
distribution of species in the catches, and the quarterly volume of 
discards. Data shall be collected by metier referred to as level 6 (mesh
size level) and for defined stocks listed by area. 

COMMISSION DECISION (2010/93/EU) of 18 December 2009 
adopting a multiannual Community programme for the collection, 
management and use of data in the fisheries sector for the period
2011-2013 

Es. OTB_DES_>=40 mm

The Data Collection Framework



If discards of a given metier exceed 10% the metier should always
be sampled; 

the sampling unit shall be the fishing trip;

discards are monitored on a large group of species (commercial 
interest, depending on the area, plus elasmobraches);

discards must be the subject of a quarterly estimate of the length
distributions (if more than 10 % of the total catches by weight or 
more than 15 % on annual basis);

a summary of the sampling protocols carried out by Member
States shall be made available to STECF through the national
programmes. 

The Data Collection Framework

Some rules



COMMISSION DECISION (2008/949/EC) and (2010/93/EU) of 18 
December 2009 
adopting a multiannual Community programme for the collection, 
management and use of data in the fisheries sector for the period 2011-
2013

The Data Collection Framework

8. Specification and calculation of an indicator for ‘Discarding 
rates of commercially exploited species’

Definition: This is an indicator of the rate of discarding of commercially 
exploited species in relation to landings. 
Purpose: Pressure indicator. Contributes to assessing the performance 
of Common Fishery Policy in relation to the objectives of ‘minimising the 
impact of fishing activities on the marine eco-system’.
Data required: Discard rates by species measured in weight, landings 
rates by species measured in kg and main metier according to level 6 
for the metier classification.



Discard volume

Discards of species routinely assessed highlight that the volume 
can change from year to year and area

In 2010 a decreased was observed for some species and areas, 
given to the recruitment strength of the assessed species and 
possibly to the new mesh size

The discards of demersal assessed species as Giant red shrimp, 
Blue and Red shrimp, Norway lobster, Common sole, Striped
mullet are generally estimated to be negligible
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Discard data are collected during fishing trip with observer onboard

Difficulties in data collections in some situations/areas given the 
problems to be an observer on small boats (small scale fishery)

The level of collaboration is varying much among areas and fishing
segment

The collaboration with the fishery sector is however fundamental to
obtain reliable results in the long-terms

Progress for data collection

Some issues


