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CHALLENGES AND PRIORITIES FOR SHARKS AND RAYS

IN THE MEDITERRANEAN:
INSIGHTS FROM THE LIFE ELIFE PROJECT

Coordinating Associated beneficiaries

beneficiary
,“#. lllllllllllllllllllllllll & et | ” At
5 L s & YR clgowATT e s costa
".' @ r \: N (5wavmdl }’,-._"“( G goWw-n::-ﬁ“ vIvAncomcu'}qu- “ :::‘l-r,l‘:,:\ll O B0
() o ey I LEGAMBIENTE —l e



‘ What'’s the conservation context?

. Summary of the Red List status of Chondrycthyans
| e in the Mediterranean Sea.

-
E l lfe IUCN Red List Category Number of Species

e oo Extinct (EX) 0
scientific reports Regionally Extinct (RE) :
— DD CARENTE DI DATI
. - Critically Endangered (CR) 20
|5|:|ent|ﬁc Reports|  (2021) 11:15397 | https://doi.org/10.1038/541598-021-94632-4 |
B oo s Endangered (EN) 11 . NON APPLICABILE

Vulnerable (VU)

OFEN Tracking the rising extinction risk MiNoR

Near Threatened (NT) PREOCCUPAZIONE

of sharks and rays in the Northeast
Atlantic Ocean and Mediterranean e paie iy 13

NT QUASI MINACCIATA

Total number of species assessed 73 VU VULNERABILE

Sea * This table does not include the four vagrant or Lessepsian migrant species

that have been considered Not Applicable (NA) for the Mediterranean region
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Ecological erosion and expanding Global shark fishing mortality still rising despite
extinction risk of sharks and rays widespread regulatory change

Micholas K. Dubvy}*, Hathan F f, day H. iba, Heden F. Yan, Wade 1. VanderWright, Boris Worm'*, Sara Orofino™*, Echelle S. Burns™*, Nidhi G. D'Costa’, Leonardo Manir Feitosa®,
Cassandra L Righy. Brittany Finucci, C. Samantha Sherman, Rima W, Jabada, Jobn K. Carlson. Maria L. D. Palomares®, Laurenne Schiller”, Darcy Bradiey”**”

A. Pollom, Patricia Charvet, Caroline M. Pollock, Craig Hilton-Taylor, Colin A. Simpfendorfer
ey rat Hilton- Taylor Worm et al., Science 383, 225-230 (2024) 12 January 2024

Dulvy et al, Science 386, 1111 (2024) 6 December 2024
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Marine Policy 105 (2019) 1-9 WILEY Contributed Paper
RESEARCH ARTICLE

Contents lists available at ScienceDirect

. _ Loss of Large Predatory Sharks from
Marine Policy A century of fishery data documenting the collapse of smooth- | | the Mediterranean Sea

ELSEVIER Journal homepage: www.elsevier.com/locate/marpol hounds (Muste'us Spp_) in the Mediterranean Sea

FRANCESCO FERRETTI,*$ RANSOM A. MYERS,*§ FABRIZIO SERENA, 1 AND HEIKE K. LOTZE*
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Official catch data underrepresent shark and ray taxa caught in

Mediterranean and Black Sea fisheries WWWI el ife p rOj ect . e u
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Elasmobranchs Low-Impact Fishing Experience
WhO? LIFE18 NAT/IT/000846

> EU countries: IT, CY, GR

> Start: 04/10/2019 - End: 31/12/2025

>»Total amount: 3.360.445 € % EC Co-funding: 60

> Coordinating Beneficiary: Stazione Zoologica Anton Dohrn (SZN)

Associated Beneficiaries:

- CNR-IRBIM Public research body

- UNIPD Public university

- MER Private marine research body

- C. MED. Private fishery research body of fisher association

- Legambiente Non governative environmental organization

- AMPIP Marine protected area

- AMPIT Marine protected area

- Costa Edutainment Private company for marine edutainment

- AlgoWatt Private company for environmental monitoring software

> Main patronages: IT & CY Ministries of Environment, IT General Direction of Fishery, MEDAC



What goals?

The project LIFE ELIFE aims:

> improving the conservation of endangered elasmobranch species in the
Mediterranean Sea

> promoting best conservation practices

> encouraging innovative management in the context of the EU
professional fishing activities

The major objectives are:

v reduction of the by-catch of many threatened elasmobranchs

v reduction of the mortality of threatened elasmobranchs during the
professional fishing activities




v By-catch Reduction Devices

v Fishers’ engagement and citizens’ awareness

v MPAs involvement

v Developing of Med conservation initiatives

www.elifeproject.eu
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The ground floor: engage fishers

Life

Elife COLLABORATION FOR
ELASMOBRANCH CONSERVATION

Scientific Promotion Dialogue and
information of good fishing development
practices of solutions

www.elifeproject.eu
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The first floor: mending nets
Life
Elife

v 2,51 milions km?

v 3 continents ‘*'(
v 23 countries ‘ /
v several cultural groups » =

v high geopolitical diversity

NATURA 200

|

www.elifeproject.eu
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TU MADRE,NE MARITTIMI RISCHI A SOIJ.ICITA PRECE NE ATTEGGI
TUDIVA IL CELESTE CORAGGTO DELLA FEDE NE INSPIRI.
TU RECINA IL RITORNO INCOI,UM! &L PATRIO l.lDO NE IMPETRL
- »SALVE SALVE sAm

www.elifeproject.eu
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www.elifeproject.eu
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ﬁ biodiversa+

~ T, @ European Biodiversity Partnership

RELATIONS

SHARING ACROSS
MEDITERRANEANN
COUNTRIES |

www.elifeproject.eu
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Our efforts for elasmobranch conservation



E

www.elifeproject.eu

With the contribution of the Life financial instrument of the European Union



	Diapositiva 1
	Diapositiva 2: What’s the conservation context?
	Diapositiva 3: Who?
	Diapositiva 4: What goals?
	Diapositiva 5: How?
	Diapositiva 6: The ground floor: engage fishers
	Diapositiva 7: The first floor: mending nets
	Diapositiva 8: The second floor: enforce the baseline
	Diapositiva 9: The third floor: strengthen basic knowledge
	Diapositiva 10: The LIFE ELIFE “bricks” for building shark and ray conservation in the Med
	Diapositiva 11: ELIFE “Bricks” for Elasmo-conservation  building 
	Diapositiva 12

