
CHALLENGES AND PRIORITIES FOR SHARKS AND RAYS

IN THE MEDITERRANEAN:

INSIGHTS FROM THE LIFE ELIFE PROJECT



What’s the conservation context?



⮚EU countries: IT, CY, GR

⮚Start: 04/10/2019 - End: 31/12/2025

⮚Total amount: 3.360.445 € % EC Co-funding: 60

⮚Coordinating Beneficiary: Stazione Zoologica Anton Dohrn (SZN)

Associated Beneficiaries:

- CNR-IRBIM Public research body

- UNIPD Public university

- MER Private marine research body

- C. MED. Private fishery research body of fisher association

- Legambiente Non governative environmental organization

- AMPIP Marine protected area

- AMPIT Marine protected area

- Costa Edutainment Private company for marine edutainment

- AlgoWatt Private company for environmental monitoring software

⮚Main patronages: IT & CY Ministries of Environment, IT General Direction of Fishery, MEDAC

Elasmobranchs Low-Impact Fishing Experience
LIFE18 NAT/IT/000846Who?



What goals?

The major objectives are:
✔ reduction of the by-catch of many threatened elasmobranchs
✔ reduction of the mortality of threatened elasmobranchs during the

professional fishing activities

The project LIFE ELIFE aims:
⮚ improving the conservation of endangered elasmobranch species in the 

Mediterranean Sea
⮚ promoting best conservation practices 
⮚ encouraging innovative management in the context of the EU 

professional fishing activities



How?

✔ By-catch Reduction Devices

✔ Fishers’ engagement and citizens’ awareness 

✔ MPAs involvement

✔ Developing of Med conservation initiatives



The ground floor: engage fishers



The first floor: mending nets

✔ 2,51 milions km²
✔ 3 continents
✔ 23 countries
✔ several cultural groups
✔ high geopolitical diversity



The second floor: enforce the baseline



The third floor: strengthen basic knowledge



The LIFE ELIFE “bricks” for building shark and 
ray conservation in the Med



ELIFE “Bricks” for Elasmo-conservation  building 



…thanks for staying awake.
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